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DETAILED ACTION 

The following action is in response to the original filing of April 19, 2004. Claims 1-36 
are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 9-18, and 27-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 9-18, and 27-36: Claims 9-18, and 27-36 are drawn to a computer readable 
medium, which the applicant has defined in the specification (page 17, lines 1-9) to 
encompass an electronic transmission signal. The Office considers an electronic signal 
to be a form of energy. Energy is not a series of steps or acts and this is not a process. 
Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. 
Energy is not a combination of substances and therefore not a compilation of matter. 
Thus, an electronic transmission signal does not fall within any of the four categories of 
invention. Therefore, Claims 9-18, and 27-36 are not statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. Claims 21 and 22 recites the limitation "the second 

user input". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farrv 
et al. (US 6,069,628) in view of Kitami (US 5,668,962). 

Claims 1 and 9: Farrv discloses a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels further comprising creating key shortcuts (user 
selectable command) for application programs, and displaying windows(panels) for a 
particular application program in response to entry of the first key representation 
(column 2, lines 15-27/Figure 8D). Farrv does not explicitly disclose the user selectable 
commands are displayed in a menu or receiving a second user input upon a first 
selection of the user selectable command, wherein the user-selectable command 
ceases to be displayed in the menu upon receipt of the second user input. Kitami 
discloses a similar system for selectable commands for displaying user interface panels 
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that further discloses loading windows through selection from a menu on the display 
(column 4, lines 10-17), and deleting the identifier of a relevant window from the window 
identifier list when the user selects a deletion mode (column 4, lines 59-67). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to place the user selectable commands in a menu and receive a 
second user input upon a first selection of the user selectable command, wherein the 
user selectable command ceases to be displayed in the menu upon receipt of the 
second user input (deletion). One would have been motivated to place the commands 
in a menu in Farrv to enable the user to view the various commands in one location. 
One would have been motivated to receive a second user input upon a first selection of 
the user selectable command in order to easily manage the windows for multiple 
applications in Farrv . 

Claim 2: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 1 above, and Farrv further discloses the 
menu is not continuously displayed on the graphical user interface, and wherein a user 
can cause the menu to be displayed by selecting an input control for the menu (column 
8, lines 44-47). 

Claim 3: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 2 above. While neither reference explicitly 
disclosed the user selectable command ceasing to be displayed in the menu is 
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noticeable to the user at a first time the menu is displayed after the second user input is 
received, it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to do so. One would have been motivated to make the user 
selectable command visible at a first time the menu is displayed after the second user 
input is received in order to enable the user to view the command that corresponds to 
the desired panel. 

Claim 4: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 1 above. While neither reference explicitly 
disclosed the application program is being executed when the first user input is received 
and thereafter closed before the second user input is received, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to do 
so. Additionally, no patentable weight is given to the order in which the application 
programs are closed. One would have been motivated to close the application program 
before the second user input is received to free screen space. 

Claims 5 and 10: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 1 and 9 above, and Farrv 
further discloses a plurality of user selectable commands is displayed in the menu 
(column 12, lines 49-58). 
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Claims 6 and 1 1 : Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 5 and 10 above, and Farrv 
further discloses at least two of the plurality of user selectable commands are 
associated with panels that belong to different application programs (column 2, lines 15- 
27). 

Claims 7 and 12: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 5 and 10 above. While 
neither reference explicitly disclosed at least one of the plurality of user selectable 
commands ceases to be displayed in the menu upon occurrence of a predetermined 
event other tha^luser deletion, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention to do so. The user may choose to shut down the 
system, which in turn would remove the display of the entire menu and the user 
selectable commands. One would have been motivated to cause the user selectable 
commands to cease to be displayed upon occurrence of a predetermined event other 
than user deletion for design choice. 

Claims 8 and 13: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 5 and 10 above. While 
neither reference explicitly disclosed at least one of the plurality of user-selectable 
commands does not cease to be displayed in the menu upon user selection, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to do so. One would have been motivated to include this feature in order to 
enable the user to keep track of the selectable commands associated with specific 
panels of interest 

Claims 14 and 32: Farrv discloses a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels further comprising creating key shortcuts (user 
selectable command) for application programs, and displaying windows(panels) for a 
particular application program in response to entry of the first key representation 
(column 2, lines 15-27/Figure 8D). Farrv does not explicitly disclose the user selectable 
commands are displayed in a menu or the user-selectable command ceases to be 
displayed in the menu upon a first selection of the created user selectable command. 
Kitami discloses a similar system for selectable commands for displaying user interface 
panels that further discloses loading windows through selection from a menu on the 
display (column 4, lines 10-17), and deleting the identifier of a relevant window from the 
window identifier list when the user selects a deletion mode (column 4, lines 59-67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to place the user selectable commands in a menu and cease to 
display a user selectable command in the menu upon a first selection of the created 
user selectable command. One would have been motivated to place the commands in 
a menu in Farrv to enable the user to view the various commands in one location. One 
would have been motivated to cease to display a user selectable command in the menu 
upon a first selection of the created user selectable command in order to enable the 
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user to keep track of the commands. that have not been used when navigating between 
panels. 



Claims 15 and 33: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 14 and 32 above, and Farry 
further discloses a plurality of user selectable commands is displayed in the menu 
(column 12, lines 49-58). 



Claims 16 and 34: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 15 and 33 above, and Farry 
further discloses at least two of the plurality of user selectable commands are 
associated with panels that belong to different application programs (column 2, lines 15- 
27). 

Claims 17 and 35: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 15 and 33 above. While 
neither reference explicitly disclosed at least one of the plurality of user selectable 
commands ceases to be displayed in the menu upon occurrence of a predetermined 
event other that user deletion, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention to do so. The user may choose to shut down the 
system, which in turn would remove the display of the entire menu and the user 
selectable commands. One would have been motivated to cause the user selectable 
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commands to cease to be displayed upon occurrence of a predetermined event other 
than user deletion for design choice. 

Claim 18: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 15 above. While neither reference explicitly 
disclosed at least one of the plurality of user-selectable commands does not cease to 
be displayed in the menu upon user selection, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to do so. One would have 
been motivated to include this feature in order to enable the user to keep track of the 
selectable commands associated with specific panels of interest. 

Claims 19 and 27: Farrv discloses a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels further comprising creating key shortcuts (user 
selectable command) for application programs, and displaying windows(panels) for a 
particular application program in response to entry of the first key representation 
(column 2, lines 15-27/Figure 8D). Farrv does not explicitly disclose the user selectable 
commands are displayed in a menu or the user-selectable command ceases to be 
displayed in the menu upon occurrence of a predetermined event other that a user 
deleting the user selectable command. Kitami discloses a similar system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels that further discloses loading windows 
through selection from a menu on the display (column 4, lines 10-17). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to place the user selectable commands in a menu. One would have been 
motivated to place the commands in a menu in Farrv to enable the user to view the 
various commands in one location. While neither reference explicitly disclosed at least 
one of the plurality of user selectable commands ceases to be displayed in the menu 
upon occurrence of a predetermined event other that user deletion, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to do so. The 
user may choose to shut down the system, which in turn would remove the display of 
the entire menu and the user selectable commands. One would have been motivated 
to cause the user selectable commands to cease to be displayed upon occurrence of a 
predetermined event other than user deletion for design choice. 

Claim 20: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 19 above, and Farrv further discloses the 
menu is not continuously displayed on the graphical user interface, and wherein a user 
can cause the menu to be displayed by selecting an input control for the menu (column 
8, lines 44-47). 

Claim 21 : Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 20 above. While neither reference explicitly 
disclosed the user selectable command ceasing to be displayed in the menu is 
noticeable to the user at a first time the menu is displayed after the second user input is 
received, it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to do so. One would have been motivated to make the user 
selectable command visible at a first time the menu is displayed after the second user 
input is received in order to enable the user to view the command that corresponds to 
the desired panel. 

Claim 22: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable commands for 
displaying user interface panels as in Claim 19 above. While neither reference explicitly 
disclosed the application program is being executed when the first user input is received 
and thereafter closed before the second user input is received, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to do 
so. Additionally, no patentable weight is given to the order in which the application 
programs are closed. One would have been motivated to close the application program 
before the second user input is received to free screen space. 

Claims 23 and 28: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 1 and 9 above, and Farry 
further discloses a plurality of user selectable commands is displayed in the menu 
(column 12, lines 49-58). 

Claims 24 and 29: Farry and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 15 and 33 above, and Farry 
further discloses at least two of the plurality of user selectable commands are 
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associated with panels that belong to different application programs (column 2, lines 15- 
27). 

Claims 25 and 30: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 23 and 28 above. While 
neither reference explicitly disclosed at least one of the plurality of user-selectable 
commands does not cease to be displayed in the menu upon user selection, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to do so. One would have been motivated to include this feature in order to 
enable the user to keep track of the selectable commands associated with specific 
panels of interest. 

Claims 26, 31 , and 36: Farrv and Kitami disclose a method and system for selectable 
commands for displaying user interface panels as in Claims 19, 27, and 32 above. 
While neither reference explicitly disclosed the predetermined event is one selected 
from the group consisting of: user selection of the user selectable command, passage of 
a predetermined amount of time, an application program to which the selected panel 
belongs being closed, a computer system to which the graphical user interface belongs 
being shut down, a predetermined number of user-selectable commands being included 
in the menu after the user-selectable command is created, and combinations thereof, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to do so. One would have been motivated to designate the predetermined 
event as an event selected from the previously mentioned group for design choice. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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